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DRama Mini(ry

WHAT'S NEXT , Scott cofman ‘

Center spot up on Dan, who addresses the audience directly.

DAN: Well, today begins week 12 of my most recent “Betwéen Jobs” status. I'mot
panicking . ..yet...butIdon’t minddelling you I'm more than a little nervous.I'm not
sure the family can absorb another six-month stint of unemployment like a year and a
half ago. There really wasn’t any'good option that time, what with theithings,going on
in the office then. ..

FLASHBACK #1—Nick joins Dan in‘center spot.
NICK: Hey, Dan! I saw{another headline about your former.employer.
DAN: Yep, I'm betting you’ll see'a lot more of those before it’s all said and done.
NICK: Really?

DAN: Oh yeah. The stuff you’ve been reading in the papers was just the tip of the ice#
berggThoseconsultants,they hired? Making up numbers out of thin air.

NICK: No kidding?

DAN: If I'm lyin’, I'm dyin’! [ was rightin the middle of it. One of them took a stack of
files;out of my desk one day. I figured it was for some kind of audit or.whatever. When
I got them back, though, they/had all these sticky notes on them saying, “High dollar
savings—top priority” or “zero savings,” stuff like that. The thingds, these notes didn’t
seem to relate in any way, to what we were doing with the cases. So my/oss . . . you
remember Chris, right?

NICK: Oh sure, the"one.who martied Pat’s cousin from Springfield?

DAN: Yeah, that’s the one. So anyway, Chris gets in this screaming match in the depart-
ment chair’s office with that one consultant.

NIicK: Shut! Up!

DAN: For real, man. I couldn’t hear most of it from where Lwas, but the gist of it was
that Chris was refusing to sign off on the bogus savings report. Basically, he had a
choice of getting fired for not cooperating with the consultants or signing his name to
somethingthat would likely come out in.the press later and get him into even more
trouble.

NICK: People go to jail for that stuff, man.
DAN: I know.

NICK: So then, what—you just read the writing on the wall and quit?
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