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SINGLE CHRISTMAS 5, charie jones and Ruth Jones |

KRISTEN ENTERS, fixing a bow on a package she is,carrying. She is singing.

Kristen: “Deck the halls with boughs of holly, fa Iala la laglala la la. ‘Tis the season

to be jolly, falalalala, lalalala...” Merry Christmas! I was at the coffee machine at
work and Sally Adams-you know Sally Adams-she of course holds down a full-time
job, raises three “adorable” childrényhas a dog that looks like Lassie, an'immaculate
house, serves three-course meals every night, and she’s one of those people who
wonders what to do with her spare time. So anyway, Sally was talking about Christmas
and out of the clear blue, she looks me straight in the eye and says, “What does Christ-
mas mean to you, Kristen?” I felt like I was back in Sunday.school.Tsaid, “Chfistmas is
peace on earth and goodwill.to all men, right Sally?”

But I got to thinking about it:And you know what I think Christmastreally is? I think
Christmas is'just a lot of hype by a lot of people to make a lot of money. I don’t see
what all the fuss isiabout. There’s too much fanfare; too much-bustle and bother. And
it is sofeerny; familiesiact like they just havetto get together-“II'Be Home for Christ-
mas” and all that. Parents throw presentsat their kids mainly because they feel guilty
aboutignoring themthe rest of the yeat.

Not for me! I want solitude, peace and quiet. That’s just the way I am. No, really. I like
being by myself. It sure beats eating too much Christmas dinner, spending all that
money on gifts and the flight home, sitting around the living room all day talking.
(Pause) Here’s what I do: Christmas day, I sleep late. I pop a Budget Gourmet in the mi-
crowave. And I open mypresent from me: No muss, no fuss. Just me and'my cat. And
my cat doesn’t expect anything outief.the ordinary from mef‘on Christmas Day. (Pause)

There were just tee.many expectations. I can remember when I'was a kid on Christ-
mas morning: “I'like my presents,Mama. I do! Don’tery ... I'm not ungrateful. Look,
I'm playing with ‘em .. I'm sorry. T know I don’t deServe what I get. I'm trying to make
you happy, Mama.” (Pause).I always felt like I had to please everyone else. So Christmas
alone is just fine by me: My family doesn’t miss me. My mother and I had quite an
argument five years ago, and I haven'’t been homeéssince. And, uh, they haven'’t invited
me. So, it makes.it real easy ...

(MOTHER ENTERS to play in this memory sequénce. KRISTEN turns to her.) “Mama, I told you I like
the blouse.”

Mother: You said you didn’t like the,color.
Kristen: No, I didn’t. I just said it’s not a color I would have picked.
Mother: Well, that’s saying the same thing.

Kristen: I'm sorry I said anything.
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