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DRama Mini(ry

SAFE by Tim Bass |

Lights up on TOM.

TOM: [ used to work in a church. Great job. Loved that job: Sixteen years I'm in'that job.
Started when I was in my mid-twenties. Now don’t misunderstand me, when I say I
worked in a church I don’t mean I was the preacher oranything like that. I wasn’t'the
youth pastor. Or the choir director.'©r the head déacon. No, I was in maintehance. I
was the church’s maintenance man. You know—jack-of-all-trades /Kept the building
warm in the winter and ce6l in the summer. Kept the lights burning and the grounds
clean. Like I said, I loved that job.And it wasn’t really because of the pay...although

it was pretty good and the benefits were too. Nice people towork with. But that’s not
why I loved the job either.

No, the reasonTloved that job, and I know you’ll think this is strange, but the reason

I loved that job was because I never had to explain God. All the folks working there
already knew God. It was...a safe place to work. There was never this fear that Joe over
in payroll was going to stop me and ask me_about the Bible I'carry in my hip pocket.
Or that my boss would sit down while I was having lunch and say, “Hey, Tom, tell me
about this church you go to.” Like I said{..safe. But things happen, you know? Things
you don’t expect. Coupla’ months ago ' had to'move the family back here My dad just
couldn’t get along on his own anymore:l had to be close. Then last week I got this job.
I start.tomorrow. It’'s what I doyit’s what I'm good at. Maintenance. Butnotat a churchy
although I'hit 'em all. I'll be head of maintenance over at the college here. Me. High
school graduate. Working in that sea of intellect. And I am...scaréd to death.

Not because of my lack of a collegeidegree. I'm really great at what Tdo. What scares
me, what'’s been keeping me up at night, is that it’s not safe. What do I'do if one of my
coworkers asks aboutithe Bible in my hip pocket? Or worse, what if one of the students
asks me about God? What do I do?'I'm afraid I'll just’béthat crazy old man who stum-
bles across campus with a Bible in his pocket.

No. It's not safe out there. Not safe at all.

............... Lights down.

Copyright 2011 Tim Bass, published by Drama Ministry

PO Box 40387, Nashville, TN, 37204 - Phone: 1-866-859-7622"« Fax: 1-615-463-9139 : E-mail: service@DramaMinistry.com

Material is intended for use by the subscriber in the subscriber’s local church. With the exception of scripts, no issue of Drama Ministry may be reproduced by any
means. As a subscriber, you may make as many copies of scripts as neéded for your church only. You may perform the sketch as often as you wish at no additional
cost. Scripts and performance rights are not transferable between churches and cannot be resold. You may not use the sketch for any commercial or fundraising
purpose, and usage rights do not extend to video, radio, television or film outside your church.

Copyright © 2011 by Drama Ministry SAFE 2





