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GENRE: Comedy   

SYNOPSIS: A frustrated husband 
decides on a radical new approach 
to solving his marriage problems.

DIRECTOR’S TIP: JAY should be played 
deadpan for maximum effect—the 
humor of the scene comes not just 
from his ridiculous idea, but from 
the fact that he’s so rational and 
earnest about it. 

TIME: Under 5 minutes

CAST BREAKDOWN: 2

TOPIC: Marriage

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: John 3:1-8, 2 Corinthians 5:17

CHURCH YEAR SEASON: Any 

SUGGESTED USE: Seeker Service, Sermon Introduction              

CHARACTERS:  
 PAULINE — a marriage counselor 
 JAY — a client

PROPS: Two chairs, file folder, legal pad

COSTUMES: Contemporary 

SOUND: Two wireless microphones

LIGHTING: General stage 

SETTING: A marriage counselor’s office
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REWIND by Scott Crain

Lights up on a counselor’s office. Jay sits in a chair; after a moment, PAULINE enters, car-
rying a file folder and a legal pad.

PAULINE: (Entering) I appreciate you taking the time to come by, JAY.

JAY: No problem.

PAULINE: I understand that you and Nikki have decided not to come in for marriage 
counseling anymore.

JAY: Yeah, it’s…nothing personal. I’ve just decided we should try something new.

PAULINE: (Sitting, waves a hand) No need to apologize—that’s fine. You’re welcome to see 
another counselor, or pursue other therapy options…it’s just… (She frowns down at the 
notepad in her hand) Well, I’m a little confused by the reason you gave my assistant for 
discontinuing our time together.

JAY: What do you mean?

PAULINE: Well…Gina said you called and canceled our weekly session because you…

She looks up and meets Jay’s eyes, but he just looks back at her expectantly. Slowly:

Well. She thought you said that you were going to take the money and build a…time 
machine.

Beat. JAY looks baffled.

JAY: A time machine? (PAULINE nods) Your assistant said that I was planning to build a…
time machine?

PAULINE nods. Beat, then JAY bursts into laughter.

That’s crazy!

PAULINE grins, visibly relieved, and begins to laugh, too.

PAULINE: I knew she must’ve misunderstood—I just…I know you and Nikki have been 
under a lot of stress lately, and I just, well, I was afraid you might’ve had some kind of 
a breakdown, or something.

JAY: (Still chuckling) Whew! A time machine! (Catches his breath) Well let me assure you, 
Doctor, I’m not currently building a machine that travels through time.

PAULINE: (Also grinning) I’m glad to hear that.

JAY: I’m building a machine that reverses time.
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