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We are in Philip’s impeccable apartment. His bags are packed and sitting neatly by the
door. Jim and Philip enter. Jim is casual, ready forvacation. Philip is a nervous wreck, try
ing to make sure he has precisely what he’ll need for the trip.

JIM: Okay, Phil. We need to get going or we're going to miss the last ferry. We need to
be on the island before sundown=the dirt roadsd@re impossible to navigate after dark.

PHILIP: Dirt roads? It sounds primitive. I'd better pack my dust mask. (He opens a drawerin
the coffee table, pulls out a surgieal maskfand puts it around his neck.) You didn’t tell me it was so
remote.

JIM: Let’s just say it's extremely private. My grandfather/built it. He was'a corporate
lawyer and he used to go there to get away from it all. He said he didrhis most power-
ful praying in the woods on that little island. You'll love it.

PHILIP: Has anyone ever analyzed the statistics,for hurricane probability on the San
Juans? (Hewpicks up the phaone and starts to dial.)

JIM: What are you doing?
PHILIP: Calling the National Weather Bureau.

JIM: (Hangs up phone and takes recéiver from Philip.) Relax, Phil. My family has spent every
Christmas there since I can remember and never once was dinner'delayed by a hurri-
cane{We have had a few nice snows and if that happens, I'll take you on.a great cross-
country ski trail. You're(going to enjoy yourself.

PHILIP: (Spraying phone with Lyseland wiping Jim’s germs off it) Well, I don'tknow. I have a sinus
condition and I'm very susceptible to colds and the flu. If my feet get.wet, you might as
well start digging a hele and bury me.

JIM: Look, it was just a suggestion. We don’t have to ski. We'll'have just as much fun
sitting bysthe fire, getting fat on Mom’s homemade cheesecake.

PHILIP: Fumes caused by burning wood give me a rash.’And T'have a dairy disorder that
requires specific medication that I prefer not to také ... because I'm allergic to it.

JIM: Well, I'm'sure Mom could fix@anything youd like. She’s pretty amazing, and she
loves to show off her cooking for guests:

PHILIP: My needs are very specific.I’'m prone to any number of digestive difficulties.
I've packed my own meals that meet my«Very detailed dietary requirements. I hope
your mother won'’t be offended.
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