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DRama Mini(ry

MISSING THE POINT 4, racher . oper |

BETH and KAREN ENTER together. They are both ready to enjoy the church’s women’s
retreat.

BETH: So I told Jack, I said, “Honey. They are a whole year older now than they were for
last year’s retreat. You can handle it. You’re bigger than they are.” I mean really. The
man thinks nothing of making business deals worth hundreds of thousandsiof dollars
and he’s terrified to be left alone with a couple of little kids.

KAREN: I know. But business dealsdon’t generally talk back ... or wet their pants ... or
spill Kool-Aid on whité carpeting ... or ...

BETH: Okay. I get your point. But I'think this is good for him, and the kids will survive.
And I really need the retreat this year. I was just so excited for a littleime time, I don’t
even know what thetheme is this year!

SUSAN: (ENTERING:n the middle of BETH's last sentenge, she carries.an enormous stack of books on
gardening) Pm all over it; Beth.

KAREN: Susan? Hi .».what’s with the ...
Before KAREN can finish her sentence, SUSAN cuts heroff:

SUSAN: [ felt like such an idiotdast year because I thought we were having an actual
spa day, that when I heard the theme was gardening this year, I wanted to be prepared.
I have spent the last 10 days living at the library. I'm practically @ horticulturist now:
GO ahead—ask me anything.

BETH: (Taking some of the books from SUSAN and setting them down) That's great, Susan. But I
think they have@ speakerwho is,going to talk to us about finding joy.in our lives. She’s
using a gardening theme ... like a metaphor. She talks about cultivating joy... she’s not
going to talk about actually planting a garden.

SUSAN: Well, I'm ready for any metaphors shé&throws out, then. Do you think they
hayé enough material with just the one speaker? Maybe I could do a break-out session
on planting ornamental trees, shrubs, and flowers to improve your home’s curb appeal

KAREN: That'’s a good idea, Susan, but I think they’ve pretty much got the schedule set.
(She is‘interrupted by MARGIE'S ENTRANCE.)

MARGIE ENTERS, wearing a shirt that says “Master Gardener.” If feasible, she could also
be wearing a gardening tool belt full of gardening tools and flower seed packets, garden-
ing gloves, Crocs gardening shoes, and a gardening hat. The others are speechless.
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