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DRama Mini(ry

MAN TO MAN by Scott Crain

Lights up on RENEE, asleep on a living room couch. She'is dressed in a housecoat and
pajamas, and is very pregnant. Behind her at USL is @ Small table set for a “candlelight”
dinner: the candles are burned almost completely down,.and only one is still burnings Two
untouched plates of food are set on'thetable, and a sealed envelope is between them.

After a few moments, JOHN enters, carrying abriefcase. He sets his keys ondthe table;
frowning at the plates and€andles, then looks at his sleeping wife. He sighs, sets the
briefcase down, and runs a hand through his hair. After a moment, he picks up the enve-
lope and opens it, removing a card. He opens it, reads, and smiles sadly.

JOHN crosses to the couch andlooks down at RENEE. Softly:
JOHN: You awake;hon?
She doesn’t budge. Beat. He carefully places his hand on her belly . Quietly:

How ‘bout.you, kiddo?\(He smiles, feeling a kick)i¥eah, looks like you're awake and kicking.
Good.

He sighs and moves around the couch, then eases himself onto the floor in front ofit, the
card still' in his hand.

‘Cause I think it’s time that you and I had a “father-son” chat. Just ..sman toman. See;
there are a lot of things my father never told me. Some important things.

Beat.

Truth is, my father was ... well; he’s gone now, but ... (Shakes his head) ... he wasn’t
around too much, even'when hewas alive. Most times when he was:home, he was
either upstairs in‘his study or parked in front of theTV. Your grandpa used to watch
the local news, then the national news, then 60 Minutes— (Smiles) — he was one of the
most informed men you'dever want to meet, but eight hours atwork and three hours
in front of @TV set doesn’t leave much for the family.

He was a hard worker, though. I'll give him that. Long after, everybody in the house
had gone to bed, he’d still be up in his study with the door closed. I used to sneak up
therein the middle of the night and press my ear to the door, trying to imagine what
was goingon in there. It’s weird; but whenever I think of my father — your grandpa —
that’s the picture I get in my head.NNot of him at the dinner table, or mowing the yard,
or any of those “regular things” that daddies do, but just that closed door.

Beat.
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