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DRama Mini(ry

LEARNING TO PRAY s, o cosper ‘

Scene opens with spotlight on stage right. The'PRAYER iS on her knees praying in a child-
like voice.

PRAYER: God is great, God is good, let‘us thank himfor our food. By his hands we all
are fed, give us, Lord, our daily bread.'A-men.

Lights up stage left. The SPEAKER'is standing or.seated on a stool.

SPEAKER: With four simple lines, my prayer life began. As soon as I was able to talk,
my mother and fathertaught me to pray. At every meal, I recited grace. Every night be-
fore going to bed, I ptayed a chorus,of “Now I lay me downto sleep.” And,inbig church
with the grown-ups, ['recitedithe Lord’s Prayer as only a‘three year old could...

Spot on/PRAYER;. still child-like.
PRAYER: Our Father, whose art is in heaven, Howard be thy name...
Spot off PRAYER.

SPEAKER: At first it was exciting to say‘my prayers. At that young age, it was quite an
accomplishiment to memorize one of them, much less three. But soon, I bégan to no-
tice that' grown ups prayed a lot differently than I'Rather than recite the same words
every time, they made up their own prayers, asking God for special réquests and bless-
ings. It was almost like they were sharing with God a list of thingsthey wanted for
Christmas, and so I began praying the Santa Claus Prayer.

Spot on PRAYER.

PRAYER: (Child-like; SWeetpsucking up). Dear God, it's me again, the really sweet girl who’s
been extra, extra good. Please let it be a sunny day tomorrow'so I can play outside with
my doggy. And help my grandma to feel better so she can bring me Yoo Hoos. And

help me not to be afraid of the dark and not to think about the Saturday Sci-Fi double
featurer‘cause it scares me and gives me nightmares. And please let me grow up to be
a ballerina, and have a million dollars, and a horsie;and a husband who looks like a
Ken doll... except that he has real hair and not fake so I can run my fingers through it.
Aaaaaa-men!

Spotoff PRAYER.

SPEAKER: I loved the freedom of making up my own prayers. In those early carefree
days, I'd often spend hours telling God everything I wanted out of life. But prayer hab-
its began to change once I started school. The free time I once spent in prayer gave
way to homework, after school sports, music lessons, and school programs. It wasn’t
that Iloved God less. I just had less time.
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