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An easy chair is on stage. JIM enters, stands at center,.and addresses the audience.

JIM: When my father was a young man, he had a dreamito build a great estaté he
could leave to his children. From a young age, he worked very hard, saving and invest-
ing every penny. When he made his fortune, he built this house. Every brick, every
stone, every piece of timber wasputin place just'the way my father planned,it. When
it was finished, he saw it andésaid that it was good. When he passed, my father left
this place to me and my family. “Take care of my estate,” he said. fIam leaving you in
charge.” I'love this old house. It’s perfect just the way my father left it. And knowing
him like I do, it will remain that way for a long, long time.

Off stage there’s a 'scream, then a sound like someone falling down the stairs. JIM walks
to his easy chair and sits. MAURICE enters.

MAURICE: Your Dr. Pepper, sir.

JIM: Thank,you, Maurice. Say, you know what that noise was?

MAURICE: Either the TV is up too loud, or the new maid tumbled down the stairs.
JIM: Really? That'’s the third one this month.

MAURICE: Shall I call for a carpenter to investigate the stairs?

JIM: No need. My father left us a pretty good house. I'm sure it’sjust a couple of
clumsy maids.

MAURICE: I'm sure you are right, sir.
MAURICE exits. RITA enters, her shoes and the bottom ofsher pants legs wet.
JIM: Hey, Rita. Playing in,the fountain out front again?
RITA: Noygjim, [ was not. Twas just in the basement.
JIM: How'd you get your feet wet?
RITA: You really need me to tell you?
JIM: You'want to play 20 questions? Wereyou inside or out?
RITA: In.
JIM: Upstairs, downstairs, or the basement?

RITA: I told you, the basement.
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