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DRama Mini(ry

BABY GIRI. by Bethany Wallace

MAN is standing, pulling something out of his‘wallet.

Did you see this? Did you see this? (Holding up picture) Thisds my baby girl, Emm@a-Jean.
This is the best thing that’s ever happened to me.

I have to admit, I had been askingGod for a son—Someone to play catch-with, some-
one to help me to work on that clunker sittingin the garage...I'd been dreaming up
all sorts of things we coulddo. But when I saw this little girl come out with her arms
flailin’ and her mouth screamin’, Ilknew there wasn’t nothin’ in the world I'd ever
want again so much as that little baby girl, safe in my arms.

After the birth, the doctor told us that my wife wouldn’t be able to have any more ba-
bies. He said itawas a miracle that Emma-Jean had been born, but itwould be risky to
try again. I didn’t mind too much. Her momma and I knew right then that we were just
gonna have topour all our love into one little baby, and that.was.that.

MAN.is sitting, holding new picture from his wallet.

See this? This is my.baby girl. Well, all right, I admit she’s 13 already, but she’ll always
be my baby girl. She just got her braces off, and her smile reminds me of adbrand-new
white picket fence, all neat and tidyyand lined up ina perfect row. She has the most
beautiful smile I've ever seen. She can hardly keep the boys away. Hermother’s been
teachin’ her how to wear makeup, and they even went to Macy’s to‘buy her first. .
(Embafrassed) Well, you know ...underwear—for women. (Quickly, alnost defensively) But
that doesn’t mean she’s‘gone 'completely'soft on me—oh, no—she’s thebest offense
they've got on Junior Mountain High’s girls basketball teamt I never knew a girl so
small could be so intimidating!

He stands, begins to-mime dribbling and shooting a basketball.

Emma-Jean and I practice almost every day now before dinner ‘til her mother calls us
in. We play pig and horse, and bump, or just go one-on-one;and she almost always
beats me. We have this deal going, where every game she beats me, she gets a dollar
towards these new basketball shoes she wants. They’'répure white, with a red stripe
on the side, and, boy, do they look sharp. Truth is, Iawas planning on getting her those
shoes anyway, but I wanted to givether some sort of incentive to play even harder. I've
had thatynoney saved up for a long time now, and it’s just sittin’ in the bank until she
earns 1t. Though at the rate she’s playin’, it won't be sittin’ there long.

Holding newspaper clipping.

Did you see the picture of my baby girl'in the newspaper? At the state champion-
ships? Emma-Jean scored 23 points that game, and she’s only 16 years old! I figure at
this rate, she might be able to get some sort of scholarship for that college of hers she
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