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Director’s Tip:

There isn’t a lot of action here; in fact, there is.no interaction‘between the characters. That can"make your
job as director difficult. Without much physieal action, it can be hard to keep the audience interested.Work
with the actors on subtext and motivation-what'theircharacters,are thinking; the reasons.they are'saying
what they're saying; to whom are theyfactuallyyspeaking, etc. 1o help the actors focus on'their emotional
action, have them go through theseript andimark the'verbs. Most of them are in the present tense: In faet,
at one point, Anita switches from-pasttensé to present tense as if she is reliving her walk. If the|actors

are aware of and use the présent-tense verbs to re-enact, the audience will feel more.“in the moment.” So
don’t dismiss this as an easy sketch to“direet because there isn’t a lotf blocking.'Spendisome time with
the text-and with the actors-so, this analogy.comes alive for the audience.

Scene openswith.Mark and Anita seated on stools. They speak to the audience.

MARK: I prayed today. I'm so new at this_that it feels like I'm wandering around in the
dark. ButI want to know more about this God. And I guess ... I guess I want Him to
know more@about me, too.

ANITA: I went for a walk this morning. It was freezing cold, but the sun'was out. And
I mean out-the kind of brighthess that makes you squint. The air felt so sharp and
clean. It was one of those days that just seemed to welcome me¢.. a great day for a
walk.

MARK: Sometimes [ wonder how a‘person-especially like me-canjust jump into his
presence. I mean; think.about ity Suddenly, I'm before God? Doesn’t seem possible.
Makes me hesitate a little. But then, I tell myself he’s there ...'he’s listening. And then I
just start talking.

ANITA: The neatest partis that it snowed last.night-eight inches!"Some places the snow
drifted even deeper. I almost turned back-it was so,rough.Butithen I decided it was the
kind of day I'couldn’t miss. So I kept going.

MARK: I've heard it’s best to start withipraise. Seems like a good way to begin. So I
think aboutany warm house when some people are homeless. Though it does need
anew roof. And I thank him for my clothes. Though my only dress shoes have holes.
And then I stop. I can’t believe it. I'm thanking him and griping at the same time. It’s
so hard, you know? How do I keep my eyes‘on him-and not focus on me? How do you
be ... really thankful?
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