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DRama Mini(ry

WAITING FOR GRACE 4, ciistins orses |

RECEPTIONIST is sitting at a desk SR. JILLIAN‘enters waiting room.

JILLIAN: (To receptionist) Hi, I'm Jillian Thompson. I'have a 10:30 appointment with Dr.
Roth.

RECEPTIONIST: Please take a seat.and I'll call you when the doctor’s ready:to,see you.

JILLIAN takes a seat. Looks around waiting room. Sees magazines on table and goes over
to pick one up. Sits back down.

JILLIAN: (Flipping through magazine) Just read. Don’t think. Don’t.think. Don't feelJust
look at the pictures. (Pause, looks up from magazine) God, what am T doing here? I'want to
scream or run or jump out of my skin. I hate waiting.

She gets up and walks around-room. Stares at “wall” where audience is.

I hate how doctors’ offices always put cheap_art,on the walls. It’s such a weak attempt
to make this.seem like a happy, welcoming place. I can’t forget why I'm here. Right
now, the only world that exists is in thistbuilding. I feel like I'm on trial and the verdict
I learn here will determine if I do have a life outside of these walls ... I can’sitake this.

God, where are you? I can’t seem«to hearyou or feel you right now. You're supposed
to'be my protector, my provider. You're supposed to be my father; what kind of father
would deliberately let sickness and pain come into his child’s life2I need your strong
arms to hold me and tell me everything is going to be all right. (Pause) I feel so alone:

I've tried to be a good person. I go to church. I tithe. I've walked the straight and nar-
row. What did I do wrong? Where did I fail you, God? Please tell me; what did I do to
deserve this? I'm so angryswith you. I know I shouldn’t feel this way, but I'can’t help it.
Why did you give'me so much just to take it away?ZJust give me a reason, an answer.

I know that in orderto have a miracle, I have to have a problem. I'm not sure if I want
the one to get to the other(Pause) But life isn’t built on'wants, now, is it?

Somehow, even though I'm afraid, even though I'mmad, I still trust you. My heart has
never been in such a painful tug-o-war. I want to reject you; turn my back on you. And
yet I want to run crying into your arms like a child'needing to be comforted. On one
hand;I wonder: Where is your grace? Why did you let this happen? But on the other
hand, I s€é your grace giving me the strength to carry me through. I feel like a bear is
sitting on my chest. I can hardly breathe. My insides are in knots. I don’t know if I can
do this. (Head in hands) God, help me.(Composes self)

RECEPTIONIST: Ms. Thompson? The doctor will see you now.
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