
1

Publisher: Regi Stone
Executive Editor: Kimberlee Crisafulli / Assistant Editor: Scott Crain
Copyright ©2011 by Drama Ministry.  Material is intended for use by the subscriber in the subscriber’s local church. With the exception of 
scripts, no issue may be reproduced by any means. As a subscriber, you may make as many copies of scripts as needed in your church only. 
You may perform the sketch as often as you wish at no additional cost. Scripts and performance rights arenot transferable between churches 
and cannot be resold. You may not use the sketch for any commercial or fundraising purpose, and usage rights do not extend to video, radio, 
television or film.

Drama Ministry
service@DramaMinistry.com
www.DramaMinistry.com 
ISSN 1084-5917

Drama Ministry is a division of 
Belden Worship Resources
www.beldenworshipresources.com

GENRE:  Drama 

SYNOPSIS:  The last of the Israelite 
slaves is stunned to learn that he, 
too, must die before the children of 
the slaves will enter the promised 
land.  

DIRECTOR’S TIP: The tone can start 
a little light, but it should grow very 
serious and somber as Eli’s fate is 
revealed. 

TIME: 5 minutes 

CAST BREAKDOWN: 2M

THEME: Sin, Listening to God 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: Numbers 14     

CHURCH YEAR SEASON: Any

SUGGESTED USE: Sermon Illustration 

CHARACTERS:
       ELI--an old Israelite, the last of the Egyptian slaves 
       GOD (Voice)

PROPS: Simple furnishings from an Israelite tent

COSTUMES: Biblical robe for Eli  

SOUND: Wireless microphones (optional)

LIGHTING: General stage

SETTING: A tent in the wilderness

TIME TO DIE, ELI
by john cosper

SAM
PLE

 

DO N
OT C

OPY 

SAM
PLE



Copyright © 2010 by Drama Ministry 2

ELI enters his tent, where his belongings are spread out. He walks with a staff; he is VERY 
old. 

ELI: Well, I guess that about does it. Old Hezekiah finally died this morning. His chil-
dren bury him in the morning. The last of the Egyptian slaves has finally succumbed. 
Now, at last, the Lord will lead us into the Promised Land. Time to start packing, I sup-
pose. Huh, where to start? We’ve been out here in this desert so long, it’s almost home. 
A shame it had to be this way, but I understand. I think in the end, we all did. God 
delivered us out of slavery, led us across the Red Sea on dry land, and how did those 
fools reward him? By doubting God’s goodness and rebelling against the very men God 
appointed to be our leaders. The fools.  I could have told them it would all end in tears. 
Not that they would have listened. Joshua, Caleb, they tried. Fat lot of good it did. They 
made their choice, and now, now the last of them has paid for that sin. How blessed 
am I that the Lord spared me. 

ELI starts to pack things in a trunk. 

GOD: Eli!!!

ELI: What? Who’s there? 

GOD: Eli, it is I! 

ELI: Eye? I don’t know anyone named Eye. 

GOD: I am that I am. 

ELI: I am... Wait, that’s what Moses said the Lord called... Lord? Is that you? 

GOD: Eli, it is time for you to die. 

ELI: What? 

GOD: My children have been denied the Promised Land long enough. But you will not 
enter with them. 

ELI: Now wait just a minute! Haven’t I always been faithful to you? 

GOD: Yes, Eli, you have. 

ELI: Didn’t I remain faithful to you when everyone else was grumbling for food? 

GOD: Yes, Eli, you did. 

ELI: Didn’t I remain faithful to you when everyone else bowed down to that idol? 
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