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TH E SWI NG by Scott Crain

Lights up on DAN, hands thrust in his pockets, expression. faintly bemused.

DAN: (Nods toward a window that we can’'t see) The swing’s going back and forth outside my
office window. That creak of the'chains has kinda become the constant background
noise while I work.

Leslie and I put the swing set outsthere in the back yard when she was just a few
months pregnant—silly, but we were pretty excited, and I guess it was\my version

of “nesting”. Bought the biggest swing set I could find—dug out the post holes and
poured the concrete, making sure everything was safe and sound. Put it right outside
the window by mydesk so I could look out and watch him while he played.

Beat.

We named him, Cody. I picked that name because I thought it'd be easy to yell from the
sidelines: (Grins, ealling out) Run, Cody! Swing, Cody! Slide, Cody!

He smiles and sighs.

He was born so perfect, too. Ten little fingers, ten little toes, bright blue eyes. Butit
wasn’t long before we knew something wasn’t right.

Pauses, his expression clouded now:

Turns out, Cody’s‘fiever.gonna be playing sports or swinging on that.swing set. Cody’s
never gonna walk at all.

Beat.

People say to me, ‘The Lord only gives burdens like that to people who can handle it’.
(Tears flood his'eyes) I wish they’'d stop saying that. Because,the divorce rate for the par-
ents of special needs kids is 85 percent, so we’re not handling it. (Adds quietly) I'm not
handling it.

I think'my little boy is in a lot of pain«I think he’s miserable. I think we’re all miser-
able. We just want him to be whole. To be able to run and play in the back yard like ev-
ery other kid on this block, and I keep cryifig out to Jesus—the same Jesus who healed
lame children all the time in the Gospels with just a word—but for some reason, my
little boy’s still lying in bed with crooked legs.

Pauses, fighting the tears.
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