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DRama Mini(ry

THE POLITICIANS 5, Jonn coser ‘

MELINDA and GABE sit at a table, enjoying a private dinner., MITCH enters. He sees them,
smiles, and walks over.

MITCH: Hello, folks. Sorry to interrupt your quiet dinner, but I wanted to introduce my-
self. I'm Mitch Higgins, and I'm running for Congress. I've been a respected business
leader in our community for twentyfive years, and I think it’s time we'had aichangein
Washington. Here’s a little litérature you can réad later. Good to meet you two.

MELINDA: Thank you.

MITCH exits.
Can you believe that guy? I'can’t believe he’s showing his face in public.
GABE: Who was that?

MELINDA: Mitch Higgins. He’s been running a$mear campaign for months against
Senator Hogan. Then yesterday, the newspaper comes out with this story showing all
the dirty deals he’s made. Sending jobs t0 India, bribing transportation officials. He’s a
total slimeball.

GABE: Sorry [ missed that. I guessd'needito start catching up, now that I'm a‘local.

MELINDA: Of course Hogan'’s a’huge crook, too. And saddest part is,we’ll elect one or
the other of them, because we just acceptit.

GABE: I never understood that. Why.dowe keep electing people we know are liars? We
should demand better. I know.I do.

MELINDA: Professionally or personally?

GABE: Both. You can’t build a business if you don’t trust your partners. And you can'’t
have intimacy if there’s no,trust.

MELINDA: My, my. Two hours into our date, ' we're talking intimacy.

GABE: Look, you're not here for a fling, and neitheramI. I'm above all that. I came out
here for a fresh start. No more parti€s. I want'to go to the orchestra, read good books.

MELINDA: Bridges of Madison County?
GABE: For the fourth time yes.
MELINDA: You know, there are other great books out there.

GABE: I can’t help it. I love the romance of it. It’s... it’'s who I really am.
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