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GENRE: Drama   

SYNOPSIS: Kelly and Beth are getting 
ready to go out with their friends 
Mark and Craig on Halloween. 
They are putting finishing touches 
on their costumes when Mark and 
Craig arrive, dressed as the Grim 
Reaper and a pirate. In the ensuing 
conversation, we learn that one of 
the teens is on the verge of suicide.

TIME: Under 5 minutes

CAST BREAKDOWN: 4

TOPIC: Halloween

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: Matthew 4:16-17, 2 Corinthians 4:11-13

CHURCH YEAR SEASON: Any       

SUGGESTED USE: Worship Service, Bible Study, Youth Event 

CHARACTERS:  
 Kelly - A high-school senior 
 Beth - Kelly’s friend; also in high school 
 Mark - Their friend; also in high school 
 Craig - Mark’s friend; also in high school

PROPS: 1) Roll of toilet paper 
  2) Makeup kit 
  3) At least one chair 
  4) Fake sword

COSTUMES: Beth is wrapped in sheets. Kelly is wearing extravagant 
clothes to match her hair and makeup. Craig is dressed in a Grim 
Reaper costume (black robe with hood). Mark is dressed in regular 
street clothes with a pirate patch and a fake sword. 

SOUND: Four wireless mikes

LIGHTING: General stage 

SETTING: Kelly’s room, Halloween night

THE DYING AMONG US
by Joy L. Mason
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THE DYING AMONG US by Joy L. Mason

Director’s Tip:  
 
When working with young actors, as in this sketch, a director sometimes comes across an interesting 
problem. Because of the age of the actors, they may not yet have the life experience to identify with the 
characters they are playing. 
 
“The Dying Among Us” deals with one young man’s emotional struggle with suicide. The character, Mark, is 
a teenager who is lost, confused and hurt. When we meet him, he is at a place where taking his life seems 
to be the only answer. As a director, it is your job to make clear to your actors that Mark is not just having a 
bad day; he is not a little down; he is not going through a phase. Mark is thinking about taking his life. 
 
Because your actors may not have experienced this type of situation in their friends or family, after the ini-
tial reading of the script, sit down with your actors and talk about a few things: suicide, depression, warn-
ing signs, intervention. Have your actors put themselves in the place of Mark’s three friends. Have them 
talk about what they would do or say in this situation. How they would react and respond to Mark. Have 
them replace Mark with a close friend or family member so the reality of the sketch comes closer to home. 
 
This could be a very hard scene for your young actors to perform. Spend lots of time talking. Spend time 
in prayer. Let your actors know how important it is to watch for signs of depression among friends and how 
important this sketch can be to all the young people in the audience or congregation.

As lights come up, KELLY is sitting center stage as if in front of a mirror. She’s teasing 
out her hair and applying rather hideous makeup. BETH ENTERS, half-wrapped in white 
sheets, with a roll of toilet paper in her hand.

BETH: Hey, Kel. Your mom let me in. Are you almost ready?

KELLY: Yeah — just have to finish up my makeup. Have you heard from Mark or Craig?

BETH: (Struggling with her sheets) Last I heard, they were still planning on meeting us here. 
Hey, can you help me with this?

KELLY: (Crossing over to help wrap the sheets around BETH) Sure. What are you anyway? (As BETH 
begins to wrap the toilet paper around her head) And are you going to be able to breathe?

BETH: I’m a mummy — duh. What are you?

KELLY: I haven’t figured that out yet. Do you know what the guys are going to be?

BETH: No, Mark didn’t tell me when I talked to him.
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