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GENRE: Drama   

SYNOPSIS: Inspired by the folk tale 
When the Chimes Rang. A young 
boy and his sister travel to town to 
make a humble Christmas offer-
ing. After an encounter with a sick 
woman, the young boy goes to town 
alone. Everyone in church is hoping 
that the chimes will ring, and many 
elaborate gifts are given. But it is 
the offering of the young boy and 
his sister that ultimately makes the 
chimes ring.

DIRECTOR’S TIP: The house can be 
set up on one side of the stage. 
Children can walk across stage to 
suggest trip to town. Consider using 
a black flat with stars. The woman 
can be found on the far side of the 
stage and will remain there with 
Charity during the church scene. The 
sanctuary becomes the church for 
the last scene, with characters using 
the center aisle.

TIME: Over 5 minutes

CAST BREAKDOWN: 5

TOPIC: Giving

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: Mark 12:41-44

CHURCH YEAR SEASON: Christmas    

SUGGESTED USE: Christmas Eve Service  

CHARACTERS:  
 Herald—boy, age six to nine 
 Charity—his sister, age twelve to sixteen 
 Father 
 Sick woman 
 Minister 
 Three to four extras (at least two adults-one is a king)

PROPS: Small, scrawny Christmas tree and paper ornaments, popcorn 
string, coin, elaborate gifts.

COSTUMES: This is best done as a period piece-Charles Dickens or 
Early American time period. The family is dressed simply; the sick is 
woman in rags; the extras are in fine, elegant clothing.

SOUND: Three wireless microphones and a pulpit microphone for the 
minister; bells (organ chimes or a handbell rung from backstage); 
organ or piano music between scenes

LIGHTING: General stage

SETTING: Inside house, dark street, church interior
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The scene opens: Poor family, small tree. Herald is decorating the tree, humming a Christ-
mas song. CHARITY enters from the cold holding something, deep in thought.

HERALD: Charity! You’re home! Do you want to decorate with me? (Notices that she is hold-
ing something) What do you have?

CHARITY: Oh, it’s a half-crown. Ebbie gave it to me this evening.

HERALD: A half-crown? What for?

CHARITY: She wanted to go home early, being Christmas and all. So I stayed and fin-
ished the washing by myself. What should I do with it?

HERALD: You should buy me a puppy!

CHARITY: I was thinking of something for me, but I will keep that in mind. A half-
crown. I could get fabric for a new dress. Blue calico, down to the floor, and sleeves 
with lace cuffs! Or new shoes-these are too small. Maybe I could buy us sweet oranges 
and peppermints from John’s store! And I could buy roasted almonds for papa!

HERALD: And THEN you could buy me a puppy!

CHARITY: We could get more wood for the fire so it would blaze ALL NIGHT LONG!

HERALD: And Shirley, the flower girl, and Dickie, you know, he is a...a...

CHARITY: Chimney sweep?

HERALD: Yeah! Dickie and Shirley could come over! They don’t have a fire to keep them 
warm most of the time. Do you think they have ever had a half-crown?

CHARITY: I don’t know.

HERALD: Do you think we could buy them oranges too?

CHARITY: Then I’ll never be able to get you a puppy.

HERALD: Yeah, but that’s all right. I can play with Susie’s puppy.

FATHER enters. CHARITY crosses away from HERALD and looks out the window. She seems 
to covet the coin but is torn between her own desires and the needs of others.

FATHER: Herald, are you ready for bed yet?

HERALD: Tell me a story first! Pleeaase???? Tell me about the shoe cobbler!
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