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GENRE: Drama   

SYNOPSIS: The events of the cruci-
fixion as seen through the eyes of 
Joseph, a convicted thief sentenced 
to die beside Jesus on Calvary.

DIRECTOR’S TIP: This piece can also 
be performed in two parts, with the 
first monologue ending after Joseph 
is sentenced to death.

TIME: Over 5 minutes

CAST BREAKDOWN: 1

TOPIC: Easter, Biblical Times    

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: Luke 23:33-34   

CHURCH YEAR SEASON: Easter     

SUGGESTED USE: Worship Service, Seeker Service    

CHARACTERS: NARRATOR

PROPS: None

COSTUMES: Unspecified

SOUND: One wireless microphone

LIGHTING: General stage 

SETTING: Unspecified
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PARADISE by George Halitzka

Lights up on NARRATOR.

NARRATOR: When Joseph was eight years old, the soldiers came into his village and 
destroyed life as he knew it.  There had been an attempt on the governor’s life, and the 
soldiers were ordered to kill twenty men in retaliation, but Joseph didn’t know that.  
What he did know--and learned in an instant--was that his father was in the wrong 
place at the wrong time, and that people have a lot of blood in them.

Joseph rushed to his father’s body, before the killer had even walked way.  He remem-
bered staring into that soldier’s eyes in disbelief and seeing steel staring back.  From 
that moment on, he hated all men of that kind.

For some reason, his mother never took him to the synagogue anymore.

When Joseph was twelve, he and his mother moved to the capital--there was sup-
posed to be more opportunity there.  But things became so bad that his mother was 
reduced to selling her body on the streets.  Her customers were often soldiers--the 
same kind that had killed Joseph’s father.  His hatred for them grew and festered.

Then one day, Joseph met a group of young men who were dedicated to overthrowing 
the occupying government.  He eagerly joined them and went on his first “mission” 
less than a month later.  He personally killed two soldiers.  Finally, he felt that his fa-
ther’s death was avenged.

When he arrived home, however--after being gone for more than a week--his mother 
began to ask questions.  The whole story spilled out, even the part about the killings.  
She urged him to stop seeking revenge and forgive the soldiers for what they did to his 
father!

She had started listening to the teachings of a strange street preacher while he was 
gone.  He talked about loving your adversaries and praying for your abusers.  Joseph 
told her it was ridiculous.  She cried.  He went back to his friends.

Each time he went on a mission, Joseph killed at least one soldier.  But each time he 
went home, his mother begged him to let go of his bitterness and follow the teachings 
of this strange street preacher.  Meanwhile, the soldiers were looking for him every-
where.

One day when he went home to his mother’s dingy apartment, he saw her lying in a 
corner.  He ran to her side, gaping at her bruises from a severe beating.  He shouted, 
“Who did this to you?”  His mother only whispered, “Forgive them,” as a dozen soldiers 
stepped out and encircled him.
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