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DRama Mini(ry

OPTIONS IN AI.TERCATION by John C. Havens ‘

Scene opens with STAN sitting watching TV. He randomly changes channels. JULIE ENTERS
and sits next to him, obvi-ously wanting to speak to him. STAN doesn’t catch on. JULIE
clears her throat a few times, but STAN doesn'’t take the bait. Finally, JULIE gives in and
starts an argument.

JULIE: (Pretending to be STAN) “Hi, sweetie, how wasyour day?” Fine, StansAnd you? “Great,
honey, I just watched seven episodes of Welcome Back, Kotter reruns while you did all
the household bills after having a really tough week at work!”

STAN starts to getdrritated. NARRATOR ENTERS by jumping onstage-STAN and JULIE
stand up and listen to NARRATOR.

NARRATOR: Hello, and welcome to Options in Altercation, the show that helps expand
your tactics when battling with your loved ones. Communication is tough in this ever-
changing world of faceless technology, so why bother?

STAN:If you're like me,you’ll do anything te avoid confrontation.
JULIE: He sure will.

NARRATOR: And that’s where we can.help. What youyjust saw Julie do in our first sce-
nario was what we call “The Blind-Side Buildup.” That’s when you’ve gotsa lot going on
that your spouse has no idea about, and instead of bringing it up ina healthy fashion,
you expect him or her to read your mind, and you get furious when he or she doesn’t.
Now let’s repeat the endeof the scenario and have Stan counter “The Blind-Side Build-
up” with what we like to call, “Oh, It'sAll About You, Isn’t It?”

STAN and JULIE sit back downin the same positions they were in when NARRATOR ap-
peared.

JULIE finishes up-the end of her last line.
JULIE: svafter having a really tough week atawork!

STAN: (Steamed, throws the remote down) Oh, it’s all about youyisn’t it? You're the only one
who’s had a tough week, right? And just because Limowed the lawn for four hours this
morning and took a little break todwatch the sweathogs, all of a sudden I'm a heartless
slug?

STAN and JULIE finish and stand. NARRATOR encourages applause from the audience.

NARRATOR: Duck and jab, just like a boxet. Avoidance is always a wonderful way to
keep from communicating. Now, let’s move to histrionics.

JULIE and STAN resume positions where STAN just finished yelling. JULIE starts to cry.
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