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Lights up on CORI, who sits in the chair with ahandful of mail.

CORI: The mail just came. Emma ran out to give the postman her ‘letter to Santa’, and
brought back an armful.

She holds up the stack of mail with.a look of mild distaste. Flipping through a.couple of
Christmas card envelopes:

Don’t really need to open most of these. (holding up a red envelope) Cleveland, Ohie. That’ll
be Uncle Jack and Aunt'Debbie, probably a picture of a sheep standing by a manger,
“Merry Christmas, wish ‘ewe’ were here.”

Holds up a green envelope.

Gramma and Grampa,(shakes the envelope and nods, satisfied) a thirty dollar gift card to the
Olive Garden.

She sets these aside; leaving a single whitesbusiness envelope, which she stares at hol-
lowly, her expression sobering.

Don’t need«to open this one, either. A little holiday message from the bank. (funoning her
finger distantly along the seam) Perforated edge means'it's'an overdraft notice.

She sighs and slumps forward, her head in her hands.

I could call and see howdfar in the negative we are, but what difference does it make?
Unless they accept payment in the form of Olive Garden gift cards, we're outta luck.
Maybe I should try that—whoknows—the bank president might enjoy a nice chicken
parmigiana and.éndless,breadsticks...

Somehow I doubt that’s what Emma’s asking Santa for.
Beat.

I don’t know how to tell my little girl that she won’tthave any presents under the tree
this year. Don’t how to tell her that there won'’t be any tree.

Because a five year old girl doesn’tsinderstand about lay-offs and bad economies. I
barely undetstand it myself. Temp agencies and classified listings and job search web-
sites---nobody’s calling me back. The©nly people that seem to remember my number
are the bill collectors. (darkly) At least that’lllend when the phone gets cut off.

Looks heavenward.

I'’know You're never late, Lord. But You sure pass up a lot of chances to be early.
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