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DRama Mini(ry

FOR THOSE WHO RUN WITH SCISSORS by John Cosper |

The teacher appears in a spotlight with a chalk or marker board behind them.

TEACHER: Good morning, children, and welcome'to class{insert a high school naaie of your,
choosing). Each of you was given a rulebook when you enrolled. If you would‘pull them
out, I'd like to go over a few things. If you’ll look on page three, you’ll see a list'of rules
and regulations. As you can seegWerhave a very simple list of rules paired with a very
simple discipline policy. Firstdinfractions will réceive a verbal warning. Second infrac-
tions will receive a note home to parents. Third infractions will get you a trip to the
principal’s office. This policy covers every rule in the book except for one: Rule number
13, “Do not run with gcissers.” This is the worst thing that anythuman being.can pos-
sibly do. I repeat, anyone who runs with scissors is a scum-sucking, bottom-dwelling,
low life excuse for a human being, and anyone caught running with scissors will be
suspended, expelled, and ostracized for the rest of their lives. Which brings us to our
first vocabulary lesson of the year. (writes on the board) Ostracize. (spells it out) O-S-T-R-A-
C-I-Z-E. Verb. Definition: a thing normal, decent people do to people who run with scis-
sors,

Fade to black. Spotlight on JAMIE and KYLE.
JAMIE: Hey, did you hear about Alex?
KYLE: What about him?
JAMIE: He runs with scissors.
KYLE: No way.
JAMIE: It’s true! My.neighbor Kenny said he saw him do it.
KYLE: Alex runs with scissors?

JAMIE: Come on, you can’t be surprised. He enjoys cutting shapes in art class, and he’s
on the track team. It makes perfect sense.

KYLE: Wow, I'never would have dreamed Alex would run,with scissors. He seemed so...
so normal!

Blackout. Spotlight on SANDRA and MIKE.

SANDRA:Tjust don’t get why peopleare talking about Alex. So what if he runs with
scissors. He’s not hurting anyone.

MIKE: You can’t run with scissors, Sandra!

SANDRA: Why not?
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