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GENRE: Dramatic Monologue   

SYNOPSIS: Feeling “ambushed” by 
the devil, a husband asks God for 
wisdom in spiritual warfare.

DIRECTOR’S TIP: Though the tone is 
fairly casual, the monologue is a 
prayer, so the actor should perhaps 
cast his eyes upward at the begin-
ning to clue the audience in as to 
the “receiver”.

TIME: Under 5 minutes

CAST BREAKDOWN: 1

TOPIC: Spiritual Warfare, Temptation   

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: 1 Peter 5:8, Philippians 3:13, Ephesians 
6:10-17         

CHURCH YEAR SEASON: Any 

SUGGESTED USE: Seeker Service, Sermon Starter    

CHARACTERS:  
 CASEY

PROPS: A plain white mask  

COSTUMES: Contemporary 

SOUND: One wireless microphone

LIGHTING: General stage

SETTING: Unspecified
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Lights up on CASEY, who holds a plain white mask in his hands.

CASEY: So last night I’m watching the Discovery channel, and they’ve got this special 
on Bengal tigers. Apparently, tigers are ‘ambush predators’—they like to attack from 
behind. So when the Bengali woodcutters go into the forests to gather wood, they wear 
these masks on the backs of their heads...(Puts the mask on backwards and turns his 
back to the audience)...because the tigers are less likely to attack when they think 
they’re being watched.

He turns back around.

Kinda crazy, right?

He removes the mask and frowns down at it, thoughtfully.

Beat; his tone sobers.

Anyway.

Kelly and I are having trouble again. Or—I’m having trouble again. Some stuff that I 
thought was over, but it’s popped back up, and...(Sighs)...I don’t know. I’m trying to 
leave it in the past, but it’s like part of me just won’t let it go, you know? It’s like a 
scratch in an old record, and it just keeps playing over and over in my head.

We’re hardly talking, and after everything we went through a couple of years ago...(He 
pauses, groaning)...I’m not sure either of us have the strength to go through all of that 
again. I know I don’t.

Every day feels like a battle.

Which got me to thinking about the enemy, and how your Word says that Satan’s “like 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour”. And it occurs to me, that maybe the 
devil’s an ambush predator. Likes to sneak up behind us. Use stuff from our past to get 
at us.

I know he wants this marriage to fail. I’m not sure how to outsmart an enemy that’s 
been around for thousands of years, but I know I don’t want to live in the past. I want 
to press forward, into the future that you have for me. The future you have for us.

So I’m asking you for the grace to advance, when the devil wants me to retreat. Like 
Paul says “forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forward to those 
things which are ahead.”

But I’m also asking you for wisdom in this battle.
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