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GENRE:  Drama   

SYNOPSIS: A Christian ponders his 
(or her) personal relationship this 
past year with the Lord, hoping this 
year won’t be the same.

DIRECTOR’S TIP: This sketch is meant 
to be left open ended, even mak-
ing people a little uncomfortable. 
The actor should portray a real-life 
frustration, which people can easily 
relate to, about the occasional shal-
lowness of our faith.

TIME: Under 5 minutes 

CAST BREAKDOWN: 1

TOPIC: New Year   

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: Lamentations 3:22-23          

CHURCH YEAR SEASON: New Year’s 

SUGGESTED USE: New Year           

CHARACTERS:  
 CHRISTIAN

PROPS: None   

COSTUMES: Modern dress

SOUND: One wireless microphone  

LIGHTING: General light or spotlight 

SETTING: No specific setting needed

A FRESH NEW YEAR
by Robyn Berdino
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Lights up on CHRISTIAN.

CHRISTIAN: There’s just something about the word “new…”

Hard to explain, but you know how it is when you get something new...it just gives you 
that good, excited feeling inside. A new outfit...a new car...a new job...a new relation-
ship...things like that can add an extra smile to the day, or a little more bounce to your 
step. That freshness that is so fresh that you can’t imagine it ever wearing off.

But I guess that’s the problem with most things. They eventually become just that: 
things. The outfit becomes old and dated. The car gets its first official ding in the door. 
The new job no longer feels new, and the daily grind seems to dim the anticipation 
that was once there.

Do you ever do that with God? Does your heart leap with joy when you watch the lost 
come to the Lord? Do you sit in awe at the baptisms, and the testimonies of changed 
lives? Do you commit right then and there to reach those in your circle who desperate-
ly need Christ? Do you leave the morning church service anxious to continue a life of 
daily praise? Do you pray about giving, asking God to reveal genuine needs, and then 
feel a bit stressed when asked to give at the same time that the bills show up in your 
mailbox? Why is it that each year seems to start off with a bang, and by the end of the 
year it’s hard to detect even a spark?

I was bound and determined to keep my relationship with the Lord fresh, to love 
people, to tell others of his unmatchable love, to serve, and to live a life of obedience. 
And the crazy thing is...it wasn’t just a bunch of words or a shallow promise, it was the 
true longing of my heart.

So I guess the $10,000 question would be, “So what happened?” Where in the calendar 
year did those dreams turn into complacency? Why do my good intentions become 
dinged with life? And when did I hang up my relationship with God in the closet right 
alongside that dated outfit? I wonder if this year will be any different.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lights down.
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