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EBENEZER SCROOGE sits at his desk, working-on papemwork. A computer is next to him,
turned on. He is not the Scrooge of the Dickens story, but a modern yuppie equivalent. A
voice comes over his speakers.

MARLEY: Ebenezer...

SCROOGE: What? (Looks aroundgoverhis shouldenh ¥m'in here! (Waits forSomeone to enter, but
no one does. Goes back to workd)

MARLEY: Ebenezer Scroege...
SCROOGE: Yes? Who's there?
MARLEY: In lifé hwas your partner, Jacob Marley.

SCROOGE: Jacob Marley? You moved back to England yearsiago! And I know you're to6
big a tightwad to'callime long distance....andd’m not online, so what are you doingdn
my computer?

MARLEY: [ wear the chain I forged in life. I made,it link by link—
SCROOGE: Link by link? You're thatmnew virus, aren’tyou?
MARLEY: T have come to warn/you, Ebenezer.

SCROOGE: Warn me of what? Is the market falling again?

MARLEY: You remember that I had towreturn to England because of overwork. I come
to you tonight, Ebenezer, to warn you that you are similarly addicted.

SCROOGE: Addicted? Humbug! What is this, some sort.of prank? Theguys in IT did
this, right? Ten o’clock.p.m. and everybody still attheir station gets a little eerie voice?

MARLEY: This is no trick, Ebenezer. Unless you seek to'alter your present course, you
will tread the path I havetrod, and the chains of this addiction will choke you just as
they choked me.

SCROOGE: I'm in no danger of choking on my work. T can stop anytime I want to. See?
(Puts pen down)

MARLEY: Why don’t you? It’s 10:00.at night.

SCROOGE: Because, at 8:00 tomorrow morning, I have a meeting where I have to pres-
ent this report. Now leave me alone!

MARLEY: What about tomorrow night? What excuse will you use then?
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